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ABSTRACT

WORSHIP AS THE PURPOSE OF CALVIN'S THEOLOGY
~ THE MEANING OF THE TRUE WORSHIP IN CALVIN'S THEOLOGY -

Kim, Kuk-Jung
Th. M. in Systematic Theology
The Graduate School

of Asia United Theological University

Calvin was interested in worship. His book The Institutes of the
Christian Religion is a worship guideline which helps to guide believers
who want to practice biblical worship by presenting basic truth on true
worship before God. The God-oriented theory of Calvin and the
soteriological structure of The Institutes ultimately concentrate on
worship. Worship is the purpose of his theology rather than being only
one of the subjects of his theology. Calvin claims that we should
practice true worship according to the Bible. He emphasized that worship
should be both biblical and theologically correct.

The knowledge of God in Calvin is based on his whole dogmatics
and the exaltation of God, not man. The matter of sovereignty of God
was extensively dealt with in his theology and the aim of human life is

for God's glory. Calvin said the most important thing in worship is to
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progress spiritually through the worship for God who exists for our
salvation as our Creator and Redeemer. We are not able to correctly
worship for God with our human view only before we realize the
essential nature and work of God. Because of our sin, we are unable to
understand God's purpose. So the knowledge of God, as our Creator and
Redeemer enables us to worship the Lord truly and to realize the benefit
of meditating on the future life. God's purpose for our salvation is to
enable us to offer true worship. True worship derives from God's
salvation, and the operation of the Spirit is absolutely necessary for true
worship.

The Holy Spirit clarifies our salvation in our lives and also enables
us to experience whole heated worship of the Lord. The worship which
1s not prompted by Christ in the Spirit consists of just rites which are
not related to the Lord. The worship which is guided by the Spirit
should come through God working in the believer's life. Repentance
means to worship God without any hesitation out of our devotion for his
holiness and righteousness. Also the results of repentance may be linked
with justice and mercy for our neighbors. The sacrifices of God are a
broken spirit. Self-denial in Calvin is devotion for God and neighbors. In
worshipping God, self- denial involves a pure heart toward God and
giving a helping hand to neighbors. A holy life needs a humble attitude

by asking the Lord ceaselessly for help to overcome our shortcoming.
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Righteous worship combined with a holy life glorifies of Lord, which is
the highest goal that humans ought to pursue so that the salvation of
human souls can be accomplished.

Calvin said clearly that the purpose of church is also for worship.
Worship is accomplished through the church so that the glory of Lord is
well preserved on earth and the Kingdom of Christ is maintained in a
good state. The public worship of the church is given as an external
way to accomplish this. The worship is offered in a state of distinction
with holiness by God's elect. The church is the association for worship.
Calvin said that if it were not for worship, the church could not be the
church anymore. The church has the responsibility to lead Christian
worship and to honor the Lord faithfully. The church is not a worldly
community but a worshipping community that serves the Lord. For this,
the Lord gave authority to the church. It is a serving authority in that it
helps those who worship Lord honestly as the people of God. The
Roman Catholic Church fabricated the worship of the Lord impiously
under the pretext of the church's authority and especially perverted such
worship for political purposes.

Calvin pursued only that worship which is according to the
knowledge of God. And he insisted that we should be faithful to the
Bible, and we ought to discard any idolatry and fetishes made by

humans. And Calvin also pursued spiritual worship offered to Lord in
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the Holy Spirit and sincerity by the Christian who has received a
salvation from Lord and has become a spiritual offering with a broken
spirit which i1s faithful to the purpose of salvation. He desired that the
church offer a the balanced worship that is in harmony with a ceremony
which helps an impious person and the spiritual freedom with the
authority given by the received from Lord.

The Korean church must be restored to the true worship, as Calvin
explained, so as to truly fulfill its spiritual mission. If the church only
tries to induce a form of worship without seeking true worship, it is be
neglecting its purpose as a true church. Calvin did not formulate a new
worship ceremony in opposition to the corrupt Roman Catholic mass. He
just tried to return to what the thing that the Lord prescribed in his
teaching as a firm rule. Likewise the Korean church should pursue and

preserve the biblical and theologically correct worship.
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